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ST ., m_.oi upto .GBE long and are green, brown or

. black. They canbe found in shallowpondsand .

" '“. streams. Tadpoles eat mostly dead plants.

S ‘Sometadpoles live up to two years before Eow L

vy e ie
"".‘:"\'{‘

o_umbmo into a- mom or toad.

S, s =

w..c mm |

_.\_éﬁe.. mﬁ%.“w

gﬁon wﬁnoa“ also nm:aa .._uona m_nﬁﬂ.m__

Rt m__n_n on the surface of the water. They m_.oé

up to 30 mm in length. They feed on small

 insects which they grab with their two shorter

fronts legs. The remaining two pairs of legs
are much longer. The middle pair of legs are.
used for pushing the water strider forward,
while the hind pair of legs is used for steering,

e
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16 mm |

Backswimmers -

Backswimmers have a boat-shaped body _.
and paddle-shaped legs. Their hind legs are

“much longer then their middle legs. Adults

range between 5-16 mm in 'length.
Backswimmers hold a supply of air on the
underside oftheir body and beneath the wings.
They feed on-other insects, crustaceans and

-small fish. These insects are often confused

with the émﬁowgmﬁuoa.. One method of telling
the difference between'the two is by looking at
the.forelegs, which are much longer on the

backswimmer then on the waterbaotmen.
27
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m@__oa. Shrimp - |

" These mao clam-like animals fourd in alt -

kinds of fresh water, They are very small,

- usually less then 3 mm They have two shells
without growth lines. Some species have dark
patterns on their shells. The two pairs of

_antennae protrude from the shell when it is-

‘open and help it swim. In some species of seed
shrimp there are no males known. Females lay
EH.E.EHN& eggs which then hatch ahd grow

~ - into females. Many are found in very calm

" water s_&_ m_:_uonoBm o_.mBo:maoH&ﬁ_mua
. 8

-

¥

HQEE.

g:.rm.m woﬁ_nm

1 dSE._@m Beetles are Emo_nmr o<m_ and

moEoiwﬁ shiny. .duow growupto 6 - 10 mm
- long. Their front pair of legs are long and used
- for grabbing prey which is mostly mE@: insects.

The remaining two pairs of legs are short and do
not extend out past-the boedy: They are.usually

found swimming on the surface of the water
-spinning around wildly, This behavior gives

. themthename whirligig beetle. One very unique
" ."feature of this beetle is that is has two pairs of
" éyes. One pair looks above the surface of the

water, while the other pair looks below the

" water's mﬁmmoa

- 25
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Scudsarealsocalled side-swimmers. These

.. animals are flattened sideways. When mature’
. they range -between 5-20 mm. They feed on
* pieces of decaying plants and animals. Scuds

have seven pairs of legs. The first two pairs are

modified for grasping. They areusually found .

in shallow water and are often resting on plants
or submerged debris.

10 -

40 mm

, 5 .. Water mnwé..:mo..._ Beetle

i H_uona.mu.m many different kinds of beetles -

?.Eom live in the water. Some feed on plants,
some feed on animals and some feed on dead
things. Water scavenger beetles range in size

from'1.to 40 mm. They breathe by carrying an'. . ,

air bubble with them under the. water. When
this air supply runs out, they swim to the
surface and get a new bubble. 5 =

¥
*
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|  Freshwater shrimp are also called prawns.

They are generally 25-35 mm long and their

body is usually clear. They are found in
“shallow water, living among the plants: Théy
~ feedondead and decaying pieces of plants and
- animals. They arerelated to the shrimp we eat.

' Dragonfly Nymph

Dragonfly @B@E grow up to 75 EB k
long. Their bodies are fairly wide. A -long.

lower jaw helps them catch their food.
Dragonfly nymphs feed on aquatic insects and
other small animals. Asadults, dragonflies are

often called mosquito hawks because they eat -

mosquitoes. They have four large wings which
are held out to the sides when they are at rest.
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 Nymph . s Adult

25 mm

Mayfly Nymph

- Ifan insect that undergoes metamorphosis -

~ does not have a pupal stage, the juvenile: .

" (larval) stageis called anymph. Mayfly nymphs
grow to about 25 mm long. There are rows of . -
leaf-like gills along the sides of the abdomen
which ‘end with three feathery tail-like
structures. They feed on small animals in the

. _water. When they mature into adults, mayflies
have four wings which they fold across their
_backwhen they are atrest. Some mayfliesmay

live as adults for only a few hours.
= 19
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‘Anopheles

A ]

15 mm 6 mm
. Mosquito Larvae and Pupae - e = >2~_mm

Mosquito larvae and pupa can live
anywhere there is standing'water. -The larvae
.grow to about 15 mm long and breath through
atube called asiphon. The pupac areup to 6 mm |
across and breathe through two tubes on their A
back- called trumpets. The larvae feed
constantly onpieces of dead plants and animals. ;
The pupae never eat. Mosquito larvae and -
pupae are eaten by many different kinds of

0 mmimals. 7 Culex

160 75 % e ww 588 5 17



